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v Abstract

Updates on the coronavirus

On December 31, 2019, a cluster of cases of a viral respiratory illness subsequently known as coronavirus disease 2018 (COVID-19) was identified in Wuhan, China. Since that
time, according to latest reports from the World Health Organization (WHO), more than 99,000 cases and 3,400 deaths have been reported. The virus has spread to 90
countries. While only about 15% of cases have occurred outside of China, large outbreaks have occurred in South Korea, Japan, Singapore, Iran, and ltaly. Pediatric cases have

been rare.

COVID-19 is caused by a coronavirus related to the viruses that cause severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) and Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS), but the fatality
rate of COVID-19 appears to be considerably lower than that of either SARS or MERS. Known as SARS-CoV-2, the coronavirus that causes COVID-19 is transmitted via
respiratory droplets. The incubation period is estimated to be two to 14 days, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). In patients hospitalized with
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