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STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN
DAWSON HS HEALTHFAIR

ACC Diagnostic Cardio-
vascular Sonography stu-
dents assisted St. Luke’s
Episcopal Hospital during
a health fair at Dawson
High School on Aug. 28.
In addition to providing
ultrasound scans of
guests, St. Luke’s was
also using DCVS scans to
study student athlete
health. The ACC DCVS
will continue to assist St.
Luke’s in the study by
sending results from stu-
dent athlete scans in the
future.

Jason Antee, RVT, RDCS, awarded “Preceptor of the Year” award for BOTH echo & vascular;
Cynthia Askins, RVT, was awarded special recognition for going above and beyond.

Brandon Elliott, RDCS, accepted the “Best Echocardiography Clinical Site” award for Class of
2010, for The Methodist DeBakey Heart and Vascular Center. Jason Antee accepted the “Best
Vascular Technology Clinical Site” award for the Class of 2010 for Mainland Medical Center.




Congratulations Scholarship Winners!

-‘ Congratulations to the following students for
& passing the SPI portion of their registry
: exam. Way to go guys...you are half
way there!!!
ECHO VASCULAR
Kassie Barron Ashley Byrd
Natalie Blaylock Keisha Harriman
Lori Hawkins Ashleigh Jewell
Mai Le Mary Sims
Nova Sprague Brooke Tigtig

- e— = - . 3 : Maryna Verbovikova Elizabeth Tenny
Rachel Smith

Class of 2011

Congratulations to Pam Gates, Lori Hawkins and Summer Brown - SPI UPD ATE
each one will receive a DCVS scholarship in the amount of $466 for
the spring 2011 semester. Way to go!!!

Lunch and Learn with Zonare

A big “Thanks” to Rick Garcia from

Reliance Medical for bringing his It takes 29 years to b.”il'd ar eputat'ion
equipment and providing lunch for the and 5 minutes to ruin u. If you think
students and faculty. He gave a great about that, you'll do things differently!
talk about the futurse gf sonography and Warren Buffett

the technology driving new systems

like Zonare.

ACC DCVS STUDENTS HARD AT WORK SERVING THE COMMUNITY
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Program Director attends SDMS Conference in Denver

Jessica Murphy attended the SDMS na-
tional conference in Denver this fall. She
attended the educators tutorial, echo-
cardiography, and vascular sonography
tracks. Much was learned and some fun
was had as well. Here is a brief update of
some of the important changes coming
up. ARDMS will be adding a console to
future questions where examinees can
make changes to images, much like
what is done on a regular ultrasound
machine.  Questions may be asked
about how to optimize images or Dop-
pler waveforms or even perform meas-
urements. Recertification was also men-
tioned. It looks like everyone with a cre-
dential will have to recertify by taking an
online test every 10 years. This is re-
quired of agencies that are ISO accred-
ited. So, the ARDMS has to come into
compliance in order to remain accred-

ited. The JRC-DMS is now under the
umbrella of the ICA, which is the same
agency that accredits echocardiography
and vascular sonography labs. This is a
positive change and should help pro-
grams gain and maintain accreditation in

Jessica Murphy and Cathy Carolan, fellow
Program Directors. Cathy is the Director of
the echo program in Dallas

Student Spotlight: Marina Verbovikova

a more streamlined and efficient man-
ner. The wave of the future in echocar-
diography still appears to be in 3D/4D
and strain imaging. The focus in the
vascular courses was on updating inter-
pretation criteria to reflect the advance-
ments in ultrasound technology and
refinement of that criteria based on the
patient populations served in each lab.

Denver Convention Center

Marina Verbovikova, an echocardiogra-
phy student of the class of 2011, hails
from the Ukraine and obtained her Mas-
ter’s degree in Civil Engineering at the
University of Krivoj Rog. She immi-
grated to the USA by winning a green
card lottery in Feb 2003. She always
dreamed of being in healthcare and took
training classes to become a CNA. In
2008 she began working on the pre-
requisites for the DCVS program and
started the echocardiography program in

summer 2009. When asked what she
likes about the program she replied
“EVERYTHING! The program is not
easy but I love it!” Marina took her oath
of citizenship August 25, 2010. After
graduation she “hopes to be the best
sonographer I can be.” Marina recently
passed the SPI portion of her ARDMS
credential and will be ready to take her
specialty exam upon graduation.

ACC Fall Fitness Fair a great success!
CME OPPORTUNITIES!!

12/2/10 669 pm  GHSE HSNIVT
12/8/116 pm -7:30 pm: Tetralogy

The DCVS ultrasound and EKG students
participated in the annual ACC Fall Fitn
Fair on Nov. 4th. They provided EKGs,

X . of Fallot
and carotid screenings to more than 1
patients, with procedures totaling 188. | 12/11/10 9 am -3 pm: Pedi Echo
addition, they received $100 in donatign Symposium

which help fund scholarshipsA heartfelt
& ¢ K|y 1 doshualiPttit,with Unetixs, for
bringing his vascular systems for the ACC
Fitness Fair. The students were able to perfo
one-touch ABIs with the REVO.

12/14/106 pm -7:30 pm: Vascular
rings and slings

RSVP to: jmurphy@alvincollege.edu
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Graduate Spotlight: Tessa Wozniak, RDCS

Tessa
Wozniak
graduated
in 2004
with  her
degree in Echocardiography. Soon
after graduation she relocated to the
Pacific Northwest, where she lives
today with her husband Allen
Wozniak, whom she met in the pro-
gram!

She thinks being open to new learning
experiences is a must in this field.
“Admit when you make a mistake, and
tell the physician when you do not
know the answer. And yes, they do
know when you are full of it!” Her
advice to students that are currently in
the program is: have a thick skin, be

to work out of state. If you are going to
relocate, she recommends using the
SDMS salary survey for that area so
you are on an even playing field with
the HR representatives in the area. If
you are about to graduate she says:
“Learn to accept rejection. Hold you
head up high and remember what you
have accomplished! And remember to
lean on your co-workers, it is amazing
how much you can learn from each
other”.

In the future she believes ARDMS or
CCI will make an interpretation regis-
try for echocardiographers. “The phy-
sicians rely on us to write their prelimi-
nary reports and we are just getting
closer and closer to getting credit for
the interpretation work that we do”.
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flexible, ask questions and be prepared

Graduate Spotlight: Allen Wozniak, RVT

Allen Wozniak, RVT, graduated from the ACC DCVS program
in 2004 and currently runs a vascular lab and vein center for six
vascular surgeons and referring doctors in the community.
When asked what is the single most important thing gained
from the program he answered: “How to be a technologist; most
people can learn to acquire a picture. What sets us apart from
other modalities is the ability to recognize disease processes,
document them and recognize what is going on in the body
[overall] and finally, put it all together to help the doctors an-
swer the clinical questions.” Wozniak cites critical thinking and
communication as the most valuable skills in his current posi- |#
tion. Advice for current students?

How about Allen’s Top 10?

And they lived happily ever after...

10) Focus on the exams as a whole, not just one vessel or view
9) Practice your preliminary reports
8) Sonography is a small world!

7) Appreciate your clinical preceptors!

6) Don’t worry, everyone gets overwhelmed

5) You never know who is watching at clinical....

4) Never let your confidence boil over into cockiness
3) Learning is never-ending

2) Always be willing to move for a job

1) When you think you are infallible, you will make a mistake!
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DCVS students seek to graduate with Honors

The Fall 2010 semester is rife
with Honors projects! Keisha
Harriman, Ashley Byrd and Liz
Tenny are all working on getting
their clinical case studies pub-
lished. Sarah Wilson is also
working to get her disease paper
published. ~ We offer Honors
credit to all students who are able
to get their cases or papers pub-
lished. Ashley Willingham,
Class of 2012, is working on
heart health education for chil-

ALL FIVE ACC HONORS GRADUATES
FROM MAY OF 2010 WERE FROM

THE DCVS PROGRAM!!

Class of 2010 graduates Juanita Jimenez
Carolina LovelAcevedo, Phuong Thai, Jen-
nifer Henderson and Elena Denisov all
graduated with Honors in May. Juanita
and Carolina were also given the honor of
giving the invocation at commencement in
both English and Spanish.

CLASS OF 2010

REGISTRY UPDATE

Vascular-Kat Johnson RVT, Phuong
Thai RVT, Carolina Lovel-Acevedo
RVT, Juanita Jimenez, RVT,Beth Wil-
liams, RVT

Echocardiography— Heather Babin,
RDCS, Chris Taylor, RDCS, Jennifer
Henderson, RDCS, Elena Denisov,

RDCS, Tracy Minor, RCS, LeighAnn

dren. This is an awesome effort
because there is never enough
education out there!

Mauldin, RCS, Danielle Gonzales, RCS,
Melinda James, RCS

October HSNVIT educational meeting held at ACC

Alvin Community College hosted the
October HSNIVT meeting here on
campus. The speaker, Elizabeth
McCilwain, spoke about the impact of
health care reform. The meeting was

well attended, with approximately 50

participants. The sponsor, Hermann
Torres with Toshiba, provided catering

from Joeds BBQ and
ment for participants to review. Sev-

eral attendees were able to take tours

of the DCVS labs to see our state of
the art facility.

HSNIVT and GHSE will be hosting

their annual Holiday joint meeting on
December 2nd, at the Medical Center
Marriot. The echocardiography lec-
ture will be on 3D quantification of ¢
MR; the vascular lecture will cover ¥
the new ICAVL accreditation
changes. All are invited to attend.
RSYR uog Brenda iKazee u iSpe- ﬁ
Mai sey at St. Luk g

bkazee@sleh.com
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Heart and Vascular Institute

3w Floor, Conference Room

Pedi Echo update

c c c . A&B,
Pediatric Echocardiography lecture series 12103
continues with Monesha Gupta, MD. T
6411 Fannin Street, Hous-
ton

Memorial Hermann Hospital

Alvin Community College is in the process
of gaining approval for an AAS degree op-
tion in Pediatric Echocardiography. This
option will allow students to begin the Pedi
echo track without having an AAS degree
first. This will hopefully draw more students
into the Pedi option. In the past, with the
ATC option, students were able to take the
lecture and lab, but not clinical. This is be-
cause they are already working and unable to
take the time off needed to complete the

clinical rotations to earn the ATC degree.
Without graduates, the state will kill the
program. The AAS option will help us
keep the pediatric echo program alive.

Pedi Echo Symposium, “5Ts and a P”
DATE: 12/11/2010

Clear Lake Regional Medical Center

Searcy Auditorium
All of our dreams can come true )
RSVP to Clint Wynne @ 283266745

If we have the courage to )
CMEs pending

pursue them. ~Walt Disney
4{.unch will be served
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ACC DCVS

ALVIN COMMUNITY
COLLEGE DCVS
PROGRAM

3110 Mustang Road
Alvin, TX 77511

Phone:28¥56-5625
Fax: 28756-5606

[www.alvincollege.edu

TRAJECSYS

We are PAPERLESS! All clinical site preceptoi
should go to www.trajecsys.com to register for
our online clinical tool.

Trajecsys has: clinical schedules, syllabi, student
evaluations, and the clinical manual. In addition,
Trajecsys will keep up with preceptor CMEs
earned during the student rotations.

ACC DCVS PROGRAM

The DCVS program has been  phers or Vascular Sonogra- ing all allied health programs.
here at ACC since 1997. We  phers. Our program is accred- Accreditation allows our stu-
offer an Associate Degree or an  ited by CAAHEP which is the dents to take their registry exam
Advanced Technical Certificate  national organization recogniz- immediately upon graduation.
Degree in either Adult Echocar- e Additionally we are able to

C

diography and Vascular Tech- offer up to six FREE CME’s to

nology, as well as an Advanced| * ©_|our clinical preceptors. We
Technical Certificate in Pediat- have excellent pass rates and

ric Echocardiography. excellent employment rates.

\
7’7st[\°

In the past 13 years we have

graduated 216 Echocardiogra-




