
Maurice C. Cook is a distinguished figure in Texas law enforcement and military 
service. Currently serving as the Sheriff of Bastrop County, Texas, Cook is the 
proud former Chief of the Texas Rangers and a United States Air Force veteran who 
served in the Vietnam War.

Cook’s notable Texas law enforcement career includes but is not limited to being a 
Highway Patrol officer, a Houston Intelligence Agent, working in the Motor Vehicle 
Theft Service, graduating the FBI National Academy, and, of course, being a Texas 
Ranger, where his leadership skills and commitment to justice led him to serve as 
their Chief until his retirement from the department in 1996. Cook also served at 
Alvin Community College as Department Chair for the Criminal Justice Department, 
and Director of the Police Academy. His debut memoir, Unlikely Texas Ranger: You 
Be the Judge, details the riveting points of his life and career.
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